Principal Parts and Tense System

The principal parts are the minimum forms to know in order to generate all possible forms of a verb. From them, the various tense stems (=
tense systems) are derived.

o tense practical
principal parts system tense generated tense-suffix tense-suffix examples
present nadev-g-w
active
I: present active imperfect g0/ & ¢-naidev-g-ov
' ; 1: present :
TodeV-w or ?[1] +°/. or ?[1] Ses
mid- present TOL0EV-@-0oal
assive , ,
P imperfect €-ma1dev-g-ounv
1I: future active active future o1de0-0-w
’ 5o 2: future 6°/. o
TIHOEL-00 middle future nadev-g-opat
active 1 aorist sal2] ¢-maidev-o-a
3: first aorist (subi. /) o
II: aorist active middle 1 aorist SU)- G/ é-ma1dev-g-aunv
&-maidev-oa A d active 2 aorist é-\im-g-ov
: secon .
aorist . ) [z or @ 2 , ,
middle 2 aorist g-Mim-g-ounv
1 perfect Ka K ne-raidev-k-a
f‘ fut. perf. exceeding rare
>: tirst active
perfect K1 <K ea
IV: perfect active ’ . ,
(Sevoxo 1 pluperf. K €1 < K €, K €-Te-odev-K-n
ne-naidev-
K€
. d 2 perf. o or @ Aé-Aor-g-a
- secon active )
perfect . ,
2 pluperf. n, €L, € g-Ae-Aoin-g-n
perfect ne-naidev-g-pat
V: perfect mid- 7: perfect . —_— @ 2
- : mid- ) .
passive middle- assive pluperf. €-Te-modev-g-pUnv
ne-maidev-pat passive P
fut. perf. 0°/, o ne-adev-g-opat
VI: aorist passive 8 first 1 aorist On,0¢ 0 £-mondev-0-nv
£-ma1dev-0nv assive : ?
d " P 1 future Ono °/. ono ¢-ma1dev-Ono-nv
an ) passive
VIL: futéri]passwe o socond 2 aorist n, € 2 E-ypagp-g-nv
> . assive ,
&-madev-Onoopat P 2 future no °/e no ypag-no-ouat

Notes:
e [1]: Various present tense-suffix are use, see the six classes of present-tenses.
* [2]: -« in the aorist is a relic of the personal ending.

¢ [3]: The 7th p.p. is not always given, because it can be deduced from the 6th: the tense-suffix is quite different (-6n/6s-
for the aorist passive, -0nc°/.- for the future passive, but because the phonetic changes with the verb-stem are the same



(because both suffixes begin with -8-), it’s easy (but not very “scientific”) to add -6°/.- to the stem of the aorist.

* [4]: The suffixe -0n- (aorist) and -6no°/.- (future) may be preceded by a -o-. No general rule to be given to know if there is
such a -0-, but it never appear in contracts. Sometimes, we find both forms.



